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BACKGROUND 

The  Student  Advisory  Council  to  the  Massachusetts  Board  of  Education  was 
established  by  Chapter  1009  of  the  Acts  of  1971.  The  Student  Advisory  Council 
is  comprised  of  eleven  regional  student  advisory  councils  and  one  state 
student  advisory  council.  Each  high  school  student  body  in  the  Commonwealth 
elects  two  delegates  to  one  of  the  eleven  regional  councils  which  meets 
monthly.  The  eleven  regional  councils,  in  turn,  elect  four  delegates  each  to 
the  state  Student  Advisory  Council.  The  state  council  elects  three 
officers:  a  secretary,  a  moderator,  and  a  chairperson  who  serves  as  a  voting 
member  of  the  Board  of  Education  representing  the  council  and  the  secondary 
school  students  of  the  Commonwealth.  Regional  and  central  office  staff  from 
the  Department  of  Education  provide  technical  assistance  to  this  six  hundred 
member  Student  Advisory  Council. 

INTRODUCTION 

The  goals  contained  in  this  report  are  the  result  of  the  Student  Advisory 
Council  Summer  Leadership  Conference  held  on  the  Northfield-Mount  Hermon 
School  campus  in  Northfield,  Massachusetts,  August  12-16,  1990.  Seventy-four 
students  participated  including  members  of  the  State  Student  Advisory  Council, 
officers  of  the  Regional  Student  Advisory  Councils,  the  leaders  of  the 
Massachusetts  Youth  Network  (an  advisory  group  to  the  Office  of  Children)  and 
the  Governor's  Peer  Leadership  Council.  The  students  were  divided  into  state 
task  forces  and  working  committees  to  set  their  work  plan  for  the  year.  These 
work  plans  follow. 

This  was  the  first  time  in  the  summer  conferences  eighteen-year  history  that 
other  student  organizations  have  been  invited  to  send  representatives.  This 
reflects  a  new  era  in  the  council's  evolution,  one  in  which  the  council  will 
develop  coalitions  and  collaboratives  with  other  youth  groups  to  address 
serious  issues  facing  youth.  These  issues  include  drugs  and  substance  abuse 
prevention,  AIDS  education,  preventing  discrimination,  teen  pregnancy 
prevention,  and  violence  prevention.  By  having  representatives  of  the 
Governor's  Peer  Leadership  Council  (an  organization  committed  to  preventing 
drug  abuse  through  peer  education)  and  the  Massachusetts  Youth  Network  (an 
organization  committed  to  presenting  teenage  pregnancies)  at  this  conference, 
the  council  has  been  able  to  establish  a  link  between  the  three 
organizations.  We  plan  to  work  together  on  youth  issues.  The  council  is 
committed  to  strengthen  its  ties  with  other  organizations  working  on  youth 
issues.   It  is  the  spirit  of  collaboration  and  coalition  building  which  will 
enter  this  new  era. 

The  leadership  of  the  state  Student  Advisory  Council  has  identified,  as  an 
organizational  priority,  the  strengthening  of  communications  between  all  the 
members  of  the  regional  and  state  councils  and  the  students  at  the  local 
school  council.  Plans  to  strengthen  ties  include  the  publication  of  a 
newsletter  to  be  piloted  in  October.  Communicating  with  the  regional 
chairpersons,  establishing  of  a  phone  tree,  publicizing  the  council  activities 
in  the  student  papers  and  community  media,  and  assisting  members  in  informing 
their  constituencies  about  the  council's  activities,  are  other  communication 
activities  designed  to  assist  the  council  in  becoming  a  stronger  and  more 
effective  group  during  the  course  of  the  year. 
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In  addition,  the  regional  conference  planned  to  train  students  in  specific 
issues.  The  council  has  been  invited  to  co-sponsor  two  statewide 
conferences.  The  first  is  in  conjunction  with  the  Department  of  Education  and 
The  Network  to  assemble  an  awards  ceremony  to  recognize  students  and  teachers 
who  have  encouraged  students  to  celebrate  differences,  cultural,  linguistic, 
etc.  Also,  the  New  England  Network  of  Community  Service  has  invited  us  to  co- 
sponsor  a  conference  focusing  on  the  benefits  of  student  participation  in 
community  efforts. 

The  Student  Advisory  Council  chose  to  endorse  a  bill  being  filed  by  the 
Department  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  Commonwealth  which  will  create  a 
school  mediation  fund  as  a  line  item  in  the  state  budget.  The  prospect  of 
expanded  school  mediation  is  an  exciting  one  and  one  which  we  hope  will  reduce 
violence  in  our  schools.  The  bill  received  support  from  the  state  council  and 
the  regional  leadership. 

The  Northfield  conference  was  a  valuable  learning  experience  for  all 
attendees.  Workshops  were  conducted  on  a  variety  of  issues  preparing  students 
for  the  year  ahead. 

Judging  by  the  enthusiasm  and  commitment  displayed  at  this  conference,  the 
council  anticipates  an  exciting  and  successful  year. 

SOCIAL  ISSUES  TASK  FORCE 
Abstract 

Acquired  Immune  Deficiency  Syndrome  (AIDS)  -  The  term  strikes  fear  in 
everyone's  heart,  but  it  terrorizes  those  who  are  ignorant.  This  is  reflected 
through  the  facts  that  52^  of  today's  teenagers  are  sexually  active  and 
approximately  30%   of  all  teenagers  DO  NOT  USE  PROTECTION  OF  ANY  FORM.  Recent 
studies  have  shown  that  in  Massachusetts,  the  highest  rate  of  AIDS  is  in  the 
age  range  of  20-29  years.  We  also  know  that  the  disease  has  an  incubation 
period  with  an  average  of  nine  years.  This  means  that  people  with  AIDS  would 
have  contacted  the  virus  while  they  were  teenagers.  Now,  combine  this  fact 
with  the  report  that  states  that  sexually  transmitted  diseases  have  increased 
by  over  50%   among  teens  in  the  last  three  years,  indicating  that  Massachusetts 
youth  are  at  high  risk  of  contracting  AIDS.  This  is  why  the  Social  Issues 
Task  Force  has  decided  to  dedicate  itself  to  addressing  this  epidemic. 

Objectives 

I.   Explore  the  possibility  of  mandating  AIDS  Awareness  Education 

As  the  AIDS  epidemic  is  becoming  more  widespread,  the  task  force  feels  it 
necessary  to  educate  the  youth  of  Massachusetts  on  ways  of  preventing  the 
spread  of  AIDS.  The  task  force  first  plans  on  contacting  the  chief  legal 
counsel  to  the  Department  of  Education  to  determine  what  types  of  action 
should  be  taken  in  the  drafting  of  a  bill  to  mandate  AIDS  Awareness 
Education. 

Using  the  Board  of  Education's  AIDS  policy  as  a  guide,  the  task  force 
will  draft  a  bill  with  the  help  of  the  legal  counsel.  The  task  force 
will  then  proceed  to  contact  our  legislators  to  ask  for  their  advice  and 
opinion.  Once  a  bill  has  been  drafted,  we  hope  to  gather  the  support  of 
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II: 


state  and  regional  Student  Advisory  Councils.  The  task  force  will  remain 
in  contact  with  our  legislators  to  help  obtain  a  legislative  sponsor  to 
file  the  bill.  Finally  it  will  lobby  to  aid  in  the  passing  of  the  bill. 

Consider  promoting  legislation  for  the  distribution  of  clean  needles  and 
bleach. 


Since  the  availability  of  needles  requires  a  prescription,  needles  are 
very  scarce.  Therefore,  intravenous  drug  users  tend  to  share  needles  out 
of  desperation  resulting  in  a  community  that  is  at  a  high  risk  of 
contracting  AIDS.  We  believe  that  the  distribution  of  needles  and  bleach 
will  lower  the  risk  and  possibly  stop  the  transmission  of  AIDS  through 
needles.  We  do  not  promote  the  use  of  drugs,  but  the  issue  of  the  HIV 
transmission  among  IV-drug  users  must  be  addressed. 

The  first  step  in  our  process  is  to  interview  state  legislators  on  the 
subject  in  hope  to  gain  support  for  our  idea.  Also,  in  the  fall,  we  plan 
to  interview  people  with  AIDS.  We  intend  to  ask  these  individuals  if 
this  idea  is  reasonable  and  worth  the  effort. 

After  this  research,  we  will  contact  drug  rehabilitation  centers  and 
hospitals  or  already  established  groups  supporting  clean  needles  and 
bleach  distribution  in  order  to  form  coalitions  to  see  how  the  council 
may  assist  us  in  these  efforts. 

III.  Promote  the  distribution  of  condoms  within  schools. 
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The  Social  Issues  Task  Force  feels  the  need  for  AIDS  awareness  among 
students  today  is  clear.  Until  a  cure  is  found,  the  best  way  to  slow  the 
spread  of  the  disease  is  education  of  the  youth  about  its  transmission. 
Although  abstinence  is  the  surest  way  to  prevent  HIV  transmission,  the 
reality  is  that  more  than  half  of  the  teenagers  today  are  sexually 
active.  The  best  way  to  stop  transmission  amongst  sexually  active  people 
is  the  use  of  a  condom.  The  biggest  factors  influencing  why  teens  engage 
in  unprotected  sexual  activity  is  the  lack  of  availability  and  sense  of 
embarrassment  in  buying  condoms.  Making  condoms  available  for  purchase 
in  high  school  lavatories  would  solve  both  problems  for  teenagers. 

The  task  force  intends  to  promote  installation  of  condom  vending  machines 
in  high  schools  across  the  Commonwealth.  By  doing  this,  we  would  be 
cutting  down  the  risk  of  contracting  the  AIDS  virus.  The  plan  to  do  so 
is  a  five-step  process.  First,  we  will  investigate  the  legality  of 
installing  the  machines.  Next,  we  would  contact  several  condom  companies 
about  the  feasibility  of  such  a  project.  After  checking  with  companies, 
we  would  then  contact  various  education  associations  across  the 
Commonwealth  to  enlist  support  of  such  a  plan.  We  would  organize  a 
meeting  between  all  groups  to  discuss  the  issue.   If  they  agree,  we  would 
then  begin  contacting  all  school  district  superintendents  in  the 
Commonwealth.  By  making  the  schools  understand  the  importance  of  the  use 
of  condoms,  they  may  be  more  open  to  the  idea  of  making  condoms  available 
and  providing  AIDS  education. 

Promote  the  "Walk  for  AIDS"  within  the  teenage  population  in  coalition 
with  the  AIDS  Action  Committee. 
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The  Social  Issues  Task  Force  feels  that  the  promotion  of  the  "Walk  for 
AIDS"  is  important  for  three  reasons:  raising  AIDS  awareness,  increasing 
funding  for  AIDS  Service  and  Prevention  Centers,  and  providing  a  sense  of 
community  involvement  throughout  the  youth  of  Massachusetts.  Increasing 
AIDS  awareness  is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  today's  youth.  Only 
through  knowledge  will  this  dreadful  disease  be  abolished.  Funding  is 
necessary  to  keep  open  AIDS  Service  and  Prevention  Centers.  These 
centers  that  provide  assemblies  and  distribute  condoms,  bleaching  kits, 
and  informational  packets  to  society  are  our  lethal  weapons  against 
AIDS.  Finally,  the  task  force  feels  that  student  participation  in  the 
"Walk  for  AIDS"  will  stimulate  interest  and  will  create  the  feeling  of 
community  that  this  country  was  built  on.  Overall,  promotion  of  the 
"Walk  for  AIDS"  will  give  us  strength  in  the  fight  against  AIDS  by 
increasing  the  awareness  of  the  Massachusetts  student  population. 

The  Social  Issues  Task  Force  in  the  fall  plans  to  organize  AIDS 
assemblies  for  high  schools  with  speakers  from  the  Department  of 
Education.  These  speakers  would  promote  the  walk  for  AIDS  as  part  of 
their  presentations.  We  also  plan  to  contact  high  schools  across  the 
Commonwealth  through  regional  council  members  publicizing  the  walk.  In 
late  winter,  we  plan  to  contact  charter  bus  companies  concerning  student 
transportation  to  the  walk.  We  also  then  plan  to  contact  Massachusetts 
Youth  Network,  Peer  Leadership,  Massachusetts  Association  of  Student 
Councils,  and  other  student  organizations  to  enlist  support  for  the 
walk.  In  the  early  spring,  we  will  contact  the  AIDS  Action  Committee  to 
obtain  pledge  sheets  for  distribution  to  Massachusetts  schools  and 
student  organizations  through  regional  Student  Advisory  Council 
members.  We  will  also  send  invitations  to  the  administration  and  faculty 
of  local  schools,  city  councils,  school  committees,  and  Department  of 
Education  employees.  The  Social  Issues  Task  Force  would  also  like  to 
extend  a  special  invitation  to  members  of  the  state  Board  of  Education 
along  with  numerous  other  groups  in  preparation  for  the  walk  in  June, 
1991. 

SPECIAL  EDUCATION  TASK  FORCE 

Abstract 

The  Massachusetts  General  Law,  Chapter  71B,  is  commonly  referred  to  as  Chapter 
766.  Chapter  766  guarantees  all  people,  ages  three  to  twenty-two,  who  have 
not  obtained  a  high  school  diploma,  a  free  education. 

In  1972,  Chapter  766  was  passed  in  Massachusetts.  Within  the  next  two  years 
every  local  school  system  had  to  provide  any  person  with  an  identified 
disability  an  indiv^* dualized  program  to  meet  his/her  special  needs. 

The  main  focus  of  our  efforts  this  year  is  to  address  the  issue  of  integrating 
students  with  special  needs  and  students  with  regular  education  needs.  Our 
agenda  is  similar  to  those  of  previous  years.  However,  our  strategy  is 
designed  to  further  educate  students  of  New  England  about  this  issue  by 
creating  a  video. 
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Oblectives 

I.  To  promote  awareness  of  current  special  education  concerns  including 
cost,  access,  and  the  integration  of  students  with  special  needs  into 
regular  education  programs. 

II.  To  advocate  for  programs  and  legislation  that  promote  the  integration  of 
special  education  into  regular  education. 

III.  To  advocate  for  special  education  student  representation  on  the  council 
and  other  student  groups. 

Activities 

Awareness:  Video  and  Conference 

One  of  our  tactics,  to  effectively  increase  others  awareness  of  SPED  and 
mains treaming,  is  to  create  a  video.  We  plan  to  interview  the  key  people  who 
will  be  affected  by  mainstreaming  such  as  the  students  with  special  and 
regular  educational  needs,  administrators,  teachers,  and  parents.  We  intend 
to  use  the  video  as  a  source  of  information  during  a  presentation  for  the  New 
England  Conference  of  Student  Councils  in  April. 

Visits  to  Integrated  Programs 

Early  in  the  year  the  task  force  will  visit  a  school  that  mainstreams  its 
special  education  students.  This  activity  will  increase  directly  our 
awareness  of  the  issues  as  well  as  enhance  our  understanding  and  appreciation 
as  a  means  to  promote  further  our  general  goals. 

Distribution  of  Updated  Handbooks 

We  will  like  to  distribute  handbooks  on  special  education,  entitled  The 
Student's  Guide  to  Special  Education  to  all  regional  council  members.   In 
addition,  we  will  distribute  information  on  disciplining  students  with  special 
needs.  This  handbook,  revised  in  the  spring  of  1987,  was  designed  by  a 
previous  SPED  Task  Force.  Through  the  regional  council  members,  the  booklets 
will  be  brought  back  to  the  schools  and  displayed  in  designated  areas  of 
reference. 

Very  Special  Arts  Festival 

This  year  we  would  like  to  be  actively  involved  in  the  Very  Special  Arts 
Festival  throughout  the  Commonwealth.  As  a  possibility,  we  would  like  to  be 
included  in  both  planning  and  participating  in  the  various  events. 

Legislation 

The  SPED  Task  Force  members  are  planning  to  review  and  write  letters  of 
support  for  pieces  of  legislation  that  deal  with  the  integration  of  students 
with  special  educational  needs. 
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OCCUPATIONAL  EDUCATION  TASK  FORCE 

Abstract 

The  members  of  the  Occupational  Education  Task  Force  are  aware  of  the 
misconceptions  that  exist  between  vocational  technical  and  comprehensive  high 
school  students.  Therefore,  our  main  objective  is  to  identify  differences  and 
develop  strategies  to  bridge  the  gap  between  vocational  technical  and 
comprehensive  students  and  schools. 

It  is  essential  that  the  Occupational  Education  Task  Force,  in  conjunction 
with  vocational  technical  high  school  students,  make  younger  students  entering 
high  school  aware  of  vocational  technical  education. 

Therefore,  we  have  developed  three  objectives  for  the  1990-91  year. 

Rationale 

1.  The  Occupational  Education  Task  Force's  area  of  focus  this  year  is  the 
stereotypical  barrier  surrounding  the  vocational  technical  education 
system.  The  Occupational  Education  Task  Force  feels  that  this  barrier 
should  be  broken  down  in  order  to  enhance  the  reputation  of  vocational 
technical  education  in  Massachusetts. 

2.  There  is  a  general  misconception  that,  compared  to  comprehensive  schools, 
vocational  technical  schools  do  not  prepare  students  for  further 
educational  advancement.  This  misconception  is  often  reinforced  by  many 
guidance  counselors. 

3.  The  problem  which  exists  is  that  students  are  not  encouraged  to  enroll  in 
vocational  technical  programs.  They  are  unaware  of  the  educational  as 
well  as  occupational  opportunities  offered  by  these  programs. 

4.  By  reaching  a  common  understanding  of  the  differences  and  similarities 
between  vocational  technical  and  comprehensive  schools  and  their 
students,  a  more  effective  and  efficient  statewide  educational  system  is 
possible. 

Objectives 

To  continue  to  assist  the  Department  of  Education  in  evaluating  Occupational 
Education  Programs  in  Massachusetts. 

I.  (October)  Revise  the  Chapter  74  Program  Evaluation  Student  Representative 
Report  Form  to  include  support  programs  for  non-traditional  students. 

II.  (September-April)  Prepare  for  evaluations. 

a.  Contact  the  team  leader  at  the  regional  center. 

b.  Arrange  transportation. 

c.  Become  familiar  with  the  Chapter  74  regulations,  relevant  terms, 
etc.,  to  be  able  to  speak  and  understand  the  "Jargon"  of  an 
evaluation. 

d.  Bring  a  copy  of  Chapter  74  and  10  copies  of  the  questionnaire. 
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III.  To  increase  student  understanding  of  vocational  technical  programs  and 
the  students  enrolled  in  them. 

a.  (September-May)  Day  in  the  Life  Project:  non- vocational  students 
attend  a  vocational  school  for  a  day  to  enlighten  them  on  vocational 
technical  education. 

b.  (November -May)  Shadow  Program:  seventh  and  eighth  grade  students 
follow  vocational-technical  students  for  a  day. 

1.  To  provide  seventh  and  eighth  grade  students  with  knowledge  of 
the  opportunities  offered  by  vocational  technical  education. 

2.  To  increase  enrollment  in  vocational  technical  programs 

IV.  To  research  and  compare  various  aspects  of  vocational  technical  and 
comprehensive  high  schools. 

a.  (September-April)  Activities  offered  by  vocational  technical  schools 
and  comprehensive  schools. 

b.  (September-April)  Dropout  rate  and  substance  abuse  of  students 
enrolled  in  comprehensive  and  vocational  technical  schools. 

c.  (December)  Participation  of  vocational-technical  schools  in  the  METCO 
program. 

LEGISLATIVE  TASK  FORCE 

Abstract 

The  Legislative  Task  Force  is  now  in  its  third  year  and  plans  to  continue  its 
success  of  last  year  which  included  the  enactment  of  legislation  guaranteeing 
students'  input  into  school  handbooks.  The  task  force's  main  functions  are  to 
integrate  the  legislative  activities  of  the  council,  to  monitor  all  student- 
related  legislation,  and  to  assist  other  task  forces  in  their  legislative 
activities. 

We  will  actively  continue  to  pursue  the  passage  of  House  Bill  #1677,  the 
Teacher  Confidentiality  Bill.  At  the  present,  it  is  being  considered  by  the 
House  Committee  on  Third  Reading.  We  will  file  a  bill  regarding  the  unfair 
practice  of  academic  punishment  in  our  schools.  This  bill  would  prohibit 
schools  from  punishing  students  for  poor  attendance  by  lowering  or  withholding 
class  grades.  We  will  review  all  student-related  education  committee  bills, 
and  lobby  for  or  against  selected  bills  on  which  the  council  wants  to  take  a 
position.  In  addition,  we  plan  to  launch  a  huge  effort  in  opposition  to  the 
Citizens  for  Limited  Taxation  (CLT)  referendum  on  the  upcoming  November 
ballot.  Finally,  we  will  look  into  creating  a  bill  which  would  require  a 
voting  studenc  member  on  local  school  committees. 

We  will  also  keep  our  eyes  open  to  other  potential  actions  including  petitions 
dealing  with  the  issues  of  Proposition  2  1/2  and  the  CLT  petition  as  well  as 
coalition  building  with  other  organizations  and  agencies  who  have  similar 
goals  as  ours.  With  the  department's  legal  counsel,  we  will  explore 
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legislative  options  for  increasing  revenues  for  funding  legislation  dealing 
with  education. 

Objectives 

I.  Finances  for  Education 

Due  to  the  cutbacks  suffered  in  the  public  schools  during  the  1990  budget 
crisis,  both  the  state  Student  Advisory  Council  (SSAC)  and  the  regional 
Student  Advisory  Council  (RSAC)  have  determined  that  the  financing  of 
public  education  should  be  one  of  our  top  priorities.  There  is  a  very 
serious  financial  threat  to  public  education  from  both  the  continued 
restraining  pressure  of  Proposition  2  1/2  and,  even  more  importantly,  the 
statewide  referendum  sponsored  by  Citizens  for  Limited  Taxation  (CLT) 
that  will  appear  on  the  November  ballot. 

If  the  referendum  supported  by  CLT  passes,  an  estimated  six  billion 
dollars  over  the  next  three  years  would  be  cut  from  the  state  budget. 
These  cuts,  in  all  probability,  would  have  drastic  financial  effects  on 
our  schools  and  conmiunities.  The  Legislative  Task  Force,  realizing  the 
results  of  these  potentially  dramatic  budget  reductions,  will  oppose  the 
CLT  petition  and  urge  the  RSAC  and  the  SSAC  to  do  likewise. 

To  tackle  this  issue,  the  Legislative  Task  Force  has  established  a  two- 
pronged  strategy.  The  first  task  will  be  to  educate  the  students  of  the 
Commonwealth  on  the  implications  to  their  schools  and  cities  if  this 
proposition  is  enacted.  To  accomplish  this,  we  will  gather  the  necessary 
information  from  other  organizations  and  educate  the  RSAC  on  the  extent 
of  the  problem.  In  turn,  RSAC  delegates  will  discuss  with  groups  in 
their  own  communities  and  schools  methods  to  educate  voters  on  the  • 
ramifications  of  the  CLT  petition.  Depending  on  the  community,  different 
programs  of  action  may  include  voter  registration  drives,  petitions, 
press  releases,  demonstrations,  and  the  distribution  of  educational 
literature. 

The  second  prong  of  our  strategy  calls  for  action  on  the  statewide 
level.  During  the  SSAC  meeting,  the  Legislative  Task  Force  will  discuss 
with  the  full  council  plans  for  a  pro-education  demonstration  against  the 
CLT  referendum.  Throughout  the  process,  the  RSAC  will  be  consulted  and 
their  feedback  will  be  encouraged.  With  their  concerns  in  mind  we  can 
finalize  plans,  transportation  arrangements,  and  follow  through  the 
process  of  informing  concerned  parties. 

II.  Teacher  Confidentiality 

A  second  objective  is  to  see  that  the  Teacher  Confidentiality  Bill,  House 
Bill  #1677,  is  passed  into  law.  If  enacted,  this  bill  will  provide 
teachers  with  rights  to  confidentiality  of  consultation  similar  to  those 
of  other  professions.  We  feel  that  the  passage  of  such  a  bill  will 
facilitate  more  meaningful  and  open  relationships  between  teachers  and 
their  students. 

Under  present  laws,  students  are  discouraged  from  the  help  of  their 
school's  faculty  and  staff  because  they  are  afraid  that  the  secrecy  and 
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integrity  of  their  conversations  will  be  compromised.  Similarly, 
teachers  are  reluctant  to  talk  to  students  because  they  fear  the  legal 
consequences  of  receiving  certain  kinds  of  information. 

The  bill  is  presently  in  the  House  Committee  on  Third  Readings.  To  pull 
the  bill  out  of  the  committee,  the  Legislative  Task  Force  plans  to 
continue  our  extensive  lobbying  campaign  which  will  consist  of  letter 
writing,  phone  calling,  and  visiting  key  legislators  throughout  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.  In  addition,  we  will  be  contacting 
Representative  David  B.  Cohen,  who  holds  the  position  of  Chairman  of  the 
House  Committee  on  Third  Readings,  in  order  to  convince  him  to  vote  the 
bill  out  of  the  committee.  When  the  bill  ultimately  reaches  the  Senate, 
we  will  be  prepared  to  take  whatever  action  is  necessary  to  push  it 
through  onto  the  Governor's  desk.  The  procedures  will  call  for  even  more 
lobbying  and  many  more  personal  visits  to  appropriate  legislators. 

If  the  bill  is  not  passed  by  sometime  in  November,  we  will  seek  sponsors 
to  refile  the  bill  for  next  year. 

By  pursuing  this  bill,  we  hope  to  take  a  positive  step  towards  breaking 
down  the  walls  which  inhibit  both  students  and  teachers  from  building 
meaningful  relationships  with  one  another. 

III.  Academic  Punishment 

This  year,  the  Legislative  Task  Force  will  seek  to  enact  legislation 
which  would  make  illegal  the  practice  of  academic  punishment.  Academic 
punishment  is  any  policy  which  reduces  or  denies  a  student  academic 
course  credit  or  grades  because  of  the  student's  failure  to  attend 
classes . 

We  feel  that  academic  punishment  is  wrong  for  several  reasons.  Many 
students  who  are  actively  involved  in  extracurricular  activities  are 
being  punished  through  their  grades  because  of  their  absence  and 
tardiness  from  classes.  We  do  not  feel  that  grades  and  punishment  have 
any  relevance  to  one  another.  When  students  are  marked  down  for  missing 
classes  because  of  meetings,  conferences,  or  other  important  business,  we 
feel  that  their  ambition  and  enthusiasm  to  get  involved  with  school  and 
society  is  stifled.  Students  should  have  the  freedom  to  get  involved 
when  activities  include  missing  school  if  and  only  if  they  accept  full 
makeup  responsibilities. 

A  letter  grade  should  be  a  reflection  of  a  student's  homework,  classwork, 
exams,  and  knowledge.  A  student's  individual  behavior,  attitude,  and 
attendance  should  only  be  reflected  in  report  card  comments. 

To  achieve  our  goal,  we  have  formed  a  series  of  steps  to  help  guide  us. 
We  will  first  decide  on  the  wording  of  such  a  bill.  We  will  then  present 
the  bill  to  the  chief  legal  counsel  of  the  Department  for  grammar  and 
wording  check.  The  bill  will  then  be  taken  to  the  regional  councils  for 
their  vote  of  approval  and  then  back  to  the  state  council  for  a  final 
vote.  Next,  we  will  push  to  find  sponsors  for  the  bill.  Then,  we  will 
conduct  surveys  to  discover  concrete  examples  to  present  in  testimony  on 
how  academic  punishment  has  harmed  students.  Our  last  actions  will  be 
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giving  testimony  in  March  before  the  Joint  Committee  on  Education,  Arts, 
and  Humanities,  followed  by  extensive  lobbying  to  further  support  our 
bill. 


IV.  Student  Voting  Member  on  the  School  Committee 

^    The  fourth  objective  of  the  Legislative  Task  Force  is  to  pursue  a  new 

bill  that  would  deal  with  student  representation.  Specifically,  the  bill 
would  require  a  student  to  be  placed  as  a  voting  member,  on  all  school 
committees  across  the  Commonwealth.  The  Legislative  Task  Force  believes 
that  students  should  obtain  the  right  to  vote  in  order  to  represent 
student  views  on  school-wide  issues.  Students  should  have  a  voice  on  the 
issues  that  affect  their  education  and  school  environment. 


» 


We  will  work  with  Rhoda  Schneider,  Chief  Legal  Counsel  of  the  Department 
of  Education,  to  produce  the  initial  wording  of  the  bill,  so  that  next 
year's  Legislative  Task  Force  may  file  the  bill.  Particular  attention 
will  be  paid  to  addressing  the  legality  of  student  school  committee 
members  voting  on  such  issues  as  firings  and  tenures  of  teachers.  The 
task  force  will  also  contact  other  youth  organizations  for  support  and 
endorsements . 

Student  activism  is  on  the  rise.  This  bill  would  help  to  preserve  that 
activism  by  giving  students  the  right  to  represent  student  beliefs  on 
student  issues. 

CIVIL  RIGHTS  TASK  FORCE 

Abstract 

The  Civil  Rights  Task  Force  for  the  1990-1991  school  year  will  focus  its 
efforts  upon  statewide  student  awareness  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  and  strive  to 
reduce  racial  tension  which  is  evident  in  our  society.  By  working  together 
with  other  student  organizations,  we  will  do  our  best  to  address  all  areas  of 
concern  when  dealing  with  these  issues. 

Rationale 

The  Civil  Rights  Task  Force  has  two  areas  of  focus  for  the  coming  year.  The 
first  is  to  increase  student  awareness  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  in  recognition  of 
the  upcoming  Bicentennial  of  the  Bill  of  Rights.  The  second  aim  of  the  task 
force  is  to  conduct  activities  which  address  that  component  of  school  violence 
which  stem  from  student  differences. 

Throughout  the  history  of  American  education,  students  have  had  little,  if 
any,  knowledge  about  the  Bill  of  Rights  and  its  pertinence  in  their  lives. 
Constitutional  ignorance  plagues  America's  youth,  preventing  students  from 
utilizing  the  Bill  of  Rights  and  taking  a  more  active  part  in  their 
government. 

An  understanding  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  may  lead  students  to^  a  greater 
comprehension  of  their  own  powers  and  help  them  to  become  more  active  in  the 
fight  to  uphold  the  Bill  of  Rights. 
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Another  issue  which  the  task  force  identified  as  being  a  problem  is  school 
violence  stemming  from  student  differences.  The  history  of  racial  tension  in 
the  Commonwealth  is,  and  has  been,  creating  violence  in  our  school  communities 
and  cities.  The  Civil  Rights  Task  Force  hopes  to  enlighten  the  youth  of 
Massachusetts  and  subsequently  counteract  racial  tension. 

The  major  goal  of  the  Civil  Rights  task  force  is  to  provide  students  with  the 
opportunity  to  recognize  their  rights  as  well  as  ameliorating  the  problems  of 
racism  in  their  schools  and  communities.  Our  objectives  are  as  follows: 

Objective  I.  To  promote  a  Bill  of  Rights  Awareness  Day  in  schools 

throughout  the  Commonwealth  on  December  15,  1990. 

Objective  II.  To  meet  with  student  organizations  such  as  the  Cambridge-based 

S.A.V.E.  (Students  Against  Violence  and  for  Equality),  Beverly 
Actors,  Free  My  People,  and  Nancy  Murray  (Director  of  Bill  of 
Rights  Education  Project),  in  order  to  organize  a  conference  on 
racism  in  April. 

Objective  III.  To  write  columns  on  student  issues  pertaining  to  the  Bill  of 

Rights,  which  will  appear  in  "Network,"  a  quarterly  newsletter 
of  the  Bill  of  Rights  Education  Project. 

Objective  IV.  To  translate  the  "Student  Guide  to  Free  Expression"  pamphlet 

into  the  languages  of  Portuguese  and  Spanish. 

In  order  to  enlighten  the  students  of  Massachusetts,  we  aim  to  contact  the 
Massachusetts  Bar  Association,  American  Civil  Liberties  Union,  Roxbury 
Youthworks,  Inc.  and  other  organizations  involved  in  student  activism.  By 
attending  a  Summer  Institute  for  teachers  organized  by  the  Bill  of  Rights 
Education  Project  and  Living  the  Bill  of  Rights  conference,  we  will  solicit 
aid  and  resources  from  these  organizations  to  disseminate  information  and 
ultimately  educate  the  youth  of  Massachusetts. 

CURRICULUM  COMMITTEE 

Curriculum  Issues 


We  live  in  a  country  that  possesses  the  resources  to  provide  our  youth  with 
nearly  unlimited  opportunities.  Unfortunately,  the  presence  of  discrimination 
and  elitism  in  our  schools  prevents  many  students  from  realizing  their 
potential.  Curricula  which  neglect  the  achievements  of  women  and  minorities 
present  a  distorted  view  of  history  and  society.  The  adoption  of  a 
multicultural  curriculum  would  remedy  this  problem  and  would  provide  students 
with  positive  role  models  from  a  variety  of  backgrounds.  Our  group  feels 
strongly  that  under  the  present  system  of  tracking,  students  in  lower  grouping 
levels  receive  an  inferior  education.  While  this  problem  is  clear,  we  are 
divided  over  whether  to  reform  the  current  use  of  ability  grouping  or  to 
abolish  this  syscem  of  grouping  levels  entirely.  This  committee  is  dedicated 
to  empowering  students  to  implement  these  changes  in  the  curriculum. 
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Ob.lectives 

I.   Multicultural  Education  and  Equity 

Our  main  goal  to  reduce  racial  prejudice  and  stereotyping  In  the  school 
curriculum  and  to  promote  awareness  of  the  contribution  of  all  ethnic  and 
racial  groups. 

We  believe  that  our  curriculum  and  schools  should  be  responsible  for 
promoting  democratic  principles  and  practices.  Schools  should  feel  proud 
of  each  student's  heritage,  race,  or  religion.  This  can  be  achieved  by 
introducing  courses  of  studies  which  celebrate  the  contributions  of  a 
variety  of  groups.  Student  differences  should  be  regarded  as  strengths 
instead  of  weaknesses. 

Activities 

1.  Promote  the  use  of  national  and  cultural  holidays  to  educate  students  of 
minority  achievements. 

2.  Invite  minority  leaders  to  students  in  order  to  give  positive  role  models 
to  all  students. 

3.  Encourage  schools  to  seek  racially  and  ethnically  diverse  staff. 

^.  Use  exhibits,  projects,  and  assemblies  to  educate  students  of  different 
countries  to  break  down  the  cultural  barriers  and  misconceptions  people 
have  towards  other  groups. 

5.  Support  groups  made  up  of  different  races  to  address  and  examine 
different  curricula  and  resources  provided  to  students. 

6.  Include  students  as  members  of  curriculum  teams  focusing  on  issues  of 
diversity. 

HANDBOOK  COMMITTEE 

Abstract 

The  1990/91  term  for  the  regional  council  handbook  committee  promises  to  be 
very  productive  by  accomplishing  certain  goals  set  forth  to  aid  school 
handbook  committees  to  successfully  accomplish  their  tasks.  We  plan  to  do 
this  by  designing  and  carrying  out  processes  for  evaluating,  training, 
identifying  and  promoting  sound  disciplinary  policies  and  practices.  This 
shall  be  done  through  letters,  questionnaires  and  the  help  of  Student  Advisory 
Council  members. 

Rationale 

Over  the  past  years  students  have  lobbied  for  a  law  mandating  the  review  of 
school  handbooks  by  a  select  group  of  parents,  teachers,  and  students.  This 
law  came  into  effect  on  March  15,  1990.  Since  this  law  is  relatively  new,  the 
majority  of  the  handbook  committee  members  would  not  have  the  needed  skills, 
experience  or  knowledge  to  effectively  participate  in  the  decision-making 
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process  pertaining  to  the  review  of  the  handbook  and  its  appropriate 
content.  The  regional  council's  handbook  committee  will  provide  training  for 
the  members  of  the  committee.  The  councils  will  also  set  guidelines  for  the 
committees. 

These  handbooks  provide  the  basic  framework  of  student  rights  and 
responsibilities.  Students  usually  feel  the  word  discipline  refers  to 
punishment.  We  feel  though  that  since  discipline  means  "to  teach,"  we  would 
like  to  see  discipline  used  as  a  learning  tool  rather  than  punishment.  It  is 
important  that  the  review  committee  members  are  provided  with  the  knowledge 
and  skills  needed  to  thoroughly  review  the  handbooks  and  make  sound  decisions 
and  in  accordance  with  all  laws  affecting  student  handbooks.  Through  training 
and  evaluations,  the  review  committees  will  be  able  to  ensure  that  the 
decision  they  make  will  create  an  appropriate  climate  for  all  students  to 
learn . 

Ob.lectives 

I.  To  design  a  process  for  evaluating  the  extent  to  which  local  review 
committees  were  formed,  met  and  made  recommendations  to  school 
committees. 

A.  To  write  two  letters  to  be  sent  to  the  school  principal  and  to  the 
student  government  advisor  in  the  months  of  October  and  January. 

1 .  The  purpose  of  the  letter  sent  in  September  is  to  inquire  if  a 
committee  was  formed  in  the  previous  year  as  well  as  to  find  out 
whether  student  ideas  were  accepted. 

2.  The  purpose  of  the  letter  sent  in  January  is  to  inquire  if  new 
committees  have  already  been  elected  for  the  Spring  1991  meeting 
as  well  as  to  ask  all  schools  to  ensure  that  these  members  have 
been  elected  and  have  their  names  submitted  to  their  Regional 
Student  Advisory  Council  (RSAC)  by  February. 

II.  To  create  a  process  to  identify  and  promote  promising  discipline  policies 
and  practices. 

A.  Review  handbooks  to  ensure  that  consequences  for  infractions  are 
written  in  clear  and  concise  language.  This  would  include  stating 
the  maximum  punishment  for  all  infractions. 

B.  To  review  handbooks  using  the  checklist  that  will  be  distributed  by 
the  SAC  to  ensure  that  all  state  policies  and  practices  which  are 
applicable  to  students  will  be  included  in  the  handbook. 

III.  To  identify  the  training  needs  of  members  of  review  committees  and  to 
develop  appropriate  training  sessions. 

A.  Hold  a  training  conference  in  the  month  of  February  in  each  region 
for  newly  elected  handbook  committee  members  including  but  not 
limited  to  students. 
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B.  Evaluate  the  effectiveness  of  the  training  conferences  through 
responses  received  in  the  evaluation  forms. 

SCHOOL  BUDGET  COMMITTEE 

The  economic  crisis  in  the  Commonwealth  has  created  the  need  for  increased 
public  awareness  and  understanding  of  budget  issues  as  they  impact  on  funding 
for  education.  The  goal  of  the  School  Budget  Committee,  which  is  new  this 
year,  is  to  educate  students  about  the  school  budget  because  budget  decisions 
directly  affect  their  education.  Students,  being  more  educated  about  funds, 
taxes  and  programs,  will  carry  a  stronger  voice  within  their  school  systems. 

Our  short-term  goal  consists  of  educating  our  regional  council  about 
referendum  questions  numbers  three  and  five.  The  impact  of  question  three 
(C.L.T.)  if  passed  by  the  voters  in  November,  would  roll  back  taxes  to  fiscal 
year  1988.  This  would  be  devastating  to  our  schools  and  civil  services.'  If 
question  five  is  not  passed  by  voters,  local  aid  could  be  reduced  annually  and 
cause  drastic  effects  within  the  towns  and  cities  of  the  Commonwealth.  We 
intend  for  RSAC  students  to  inform  their  schools  by  distributing  flyers  to 
both  students  and  staff.  In  doing  so,  we  hope  the  voting  community, 
specifically  the  parents,  will  become  educated  and  involved  with  these 
referenda . 

Initially,  training  will  be  targeted  at  the  regional  and  student  school 
committee  representatives  so  that  they  are  able  to  make  informed  and  educated 
decisions  on  their  school  committees.  We  would  like  to  expand  this  process  by 
establishing  conferences  in  which  to  train  all  Student  Advisory  Council 
members  so  that  they  could  bring  their  knowledge  back  to  their  local  high 
schools.  The  SAC  network  could  be  a  basis  through  which  we  carry  out 
training.  The  process  of  informing  could  be  administered  in  various  modes. 

1.  Establishing  a  network  of  people  who  are  educated  in  budget  issues.  With 
the  recent  budget  cuts,  there  are  many  knowledgeable  activists  that  the 
SAC  could  use  as  resources.  Beyond  the  SAC,  these  people  could  lecture 
at  regional  as  well  as  local  high  schools;  possibly  even  hold  conferences 
for  the  general  public. 

2.  Establishing  conferences  to  focus  on  school  budgets  and  its  direct  and 
indirect  effects  upon  the  students  and  their  schools. 

The  horror  stories  and  their  effects  on  schools  are  devastating.  Although 
people  are  concerned,  they  do  not  always  have  access  to  information  nor 
confidence  in  their  knowledge  levels  to  take  a  stand  in  their  communities. 
People  do  not  always  see  the  correlation  between  their  tax  dollars  and  the 
school  and  local  services  that  they  receive.  Through  training,  education  and 
knowledge  not  only  will  public  awareness  rise,  but  the  impact  it  has  on  budget 
issues  will  be  greater. 
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SCHOOL  ISSUES  COMMITTEE 

Introduction 

The  School  Issues  Committee  has  identified  the  three  following  issues  to  be 
addressed  in  the  coming  year. 

I.  Prejudice  as  it  relates  to  racism,  homophobia,  and  gender 

II.  Academic  punishment 

III.  School-based  environmental  responsibility 

Although  there  are  many  issues  that  we  identified  as  a  group  through  a  process 
of  meetings,  discussion,  and  debate,  we  view  these  three  issues  as  central  to  v 
a  healthy  educational  environment.  These  priorities  will  continue  to  shape 
our  lives  beyond  high  school  and  allow  us  to  move  forward  as  adults. 

I.   Prejudice  as  it  Impacts  Homophobia,  Gender  and  Race 

In  our  opinion  there  exists  a  necessity  to  address  student  issues  and 
conflicts  relating  to  racism,  homophobia,  and  gender. 

Due  to  a  rapidly  changing  society,  it  is  beneficial  for  students, 
administrators,  and  teachers,  within  school  communities  to  confront 
issues  and  conflicts  that  may  lead  to  violence.  We  encourage  schools  to 
create  programs  focusing  on  prevention  and  education  that  meet  their 
particular  needs. 

In  order  to  promote  healthy  school  climate  in  which  learning  can  take 
place  for  all  people  equally,  racial  and  ethnic  discrimination, 
homophobia  and  gender  bias  need  to  be  eradicated.  We  encourage  schools  to 
accomplish  these  goals  through  educational  awareness  programs  and 
curriculum  initiatives. 

Rather  than  focusing  on  differences  as  negative,  we  urge  students  to 
recognize  them  as  positive  qualities  that  contribute  to  all  of  our  lives 
both  in  and  out  of  school.  Educating  each  other  about  the  value  of 
difference  will  contribute  to  creating  understanding  and  responsive 
citizenship. 

Examples  of  prejudice  for  students  and  faculty  are  surfacing  daily  in  our 
schools.  The  need  to  address  these  problems  is  urgent. 

II.  Academic  Punishment 

Academic  punishment  is  a  growing  problem  in  high  schools  today.  Although 
it  may  seem  an  appropriate  method  for  dealing  with  absence  and  tardiness, 
it  often  results  in  a  negative  school  environment. 

We  feel  academic  punishment  should  be  replaced  by  other  criteria  to 
prevent  the  kind  of  chain  of  events  that  negatively  impacts  individuals, 
the  school  system  and  society.  For  example,  in  some  school  systems,  a 
student  will  fail  a  subject  if  multiple  absences  occur.  But  the 
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punishment  may  not  end  there.  Because  he  or  she  has  failed  a  subject(s), 
that  student  would  be  denied  privileges  such  as  academic  awards  and 
extra-curricular  activities.  If  these  privileges  are  revoked,  there  may 
be  less  motivation  to  attend  school.   In  extreme  cases,  a  student  may^ 
drop  out  due  to  this  problem. 

Although  there  is  a  need  to  discourage  students  from  skipping  school, 
many  times  situations  arise  where  it  is  impossible  for  a  student  to  come 
to  school.  If  academic  punishment  occurs  for  these  absences,  resentment 
toward  the  administrators  and  one's  learning  may  result.  A  student  may 
not  feel  comfortable  in  confiding  the  problem. 

There  are  many  alternative  ways  in  which  schools  can  deal  with  absences 
and  tardiness  that  would  be  much  more  useful  to  both  the  student  and  the 
school.  For  example,  students  could  be  required  to  do  several  hours  of 
service  for  the  school,  such  as  office  work  or  yard  work,  etc.  for 'being 
absence  or  tardy  a  certain  amount  of  days.  This  will  give  the  students 
responsibility  for  their  actions  as  well  as  creating  a  greater  awareness 
about  the  importance  of  being  in  school. 

The  instruction  missed  due  to  absence  will  affect  the  student's  grade 
enough  without  the  addition  of  academic  punishment.  Students  will  be 
less  motivated  to  make  up  missed  work  if  they  know  there  is  no  chance  of 
improving  their  grade.  This  is  why  we  feel  we  should  provide  a 
substitute  for  academic  punishment  which  will  create  a  more  positive 
learning  environment. 

Academic  punishment  exists  in  many  schools  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 
However,  throughout  the  school  systems  each  policy  may  vary.  It  is  this 
committee's  intent  to  seek  to  create  regulations  to  substitute  means  that 
will  provide  alternative,  consistent  solutions  to  academic  punishment. 

III.  Environmental  Responsibility 

There  are  many  pressing  social  issues  that  must  be  dealt  with  in  schools 
today  and  this  year's  school  issues  group  believes  that  the  issue  of 
environmental  responsibility  is  a  topic  that  needs  to  be  addressed  by  all 
schools  throughout  Massachusetts. 

The  school  serves  as  a  model  for  young  adults  preparing  to  enter  the 
"real"  world.  Schools  use  large  amounts  of  paper  products  that  could  be 
entirely  recycled.  The  recycling  of  paper  products,  aluminum  cans  and 
styrofoam  would  not  only  teach  valuable  habits  that  would  save  the 
planet,  but,  in  the  long  run  would  save  schools  money.  We  would  like  to 
see  the  recycling  of  the  products  that  have  been  mentioned  above  made 
mandatory  in  all  schools.   Although  the  act  of  recycling  is  an  important 
step  in  itself,  it  should  not  stop  at  that.  Education  about  how  to  save 
the  environment  is  also  needed  and  in  some  cases,  the  information 
obtained  by  classroom  education  will  remain  with  a  student  who  does  not 
participate  in  the  physical  act  of  recycling.   A  simple  example  of  this 
might  be  using  less  water  and  electricity.  This  environmental  awareness 
will  have  a  significant  impact  in  the  future.   Other  minor  changes  like 
turning  off  water  faucets  and  using  non-aerosol  products  are  actions  that 
could  be  taught  to  all  students  which  would  not  require  great  effort. 
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Schools  would  also  become  environmentally  responsible  by  originally 
purchasing  recycled  paper  products  and  reusable  plastic  trays  and 
utensils. 

We  must  all  keep  in  mind  that  schools  are  here  to  educate  the  youth  of  America 
about  topics  and  problems  that  they  will  be  faced  with  once  they  outgrow  the 
school  system  and  tliat  the  environment  is  everyone's  responsibility. 

Conclusion 

The  School  Issues  Committee  plans  to  present  its  priorities  to  the  regional 
councils  in  September  in  order  to  provide  them  with  information  and  resources 
to  plan  a  school  issues  conference.  Each  council  may  choose  to  have  a 
conference  on  one  of  these  topics.  We  also  encourage  alternative  plans  to 
introduce  the  other  priorities  into  our  schools. 

•  Have  speakers  come  to  the  school  to  inform  students  and  faculty. 

•  Ask  agencies  to  provide  information  on  existing  resources. 

•  Ask  school  officials,  student  groups,  parent  groups,  and  school 
handbook  committees  to  include  the  priorities  as  part  of  their 
agendas . 

•  Encourage  the  development  of  peer  leadership  groups  to  facilitate 
student  discussion. 

We  hope  that  students  and  faculty  throughout  the  Commonwealth  will  utilize 
these  three  goals  that  emerged  in  the  School  Issues  Committee  and  progress  in 
la  manner  that  will  actively  promote  a  healthy  academic  environment. 

PEER  LEADERSHIP  COUNCIL 

The  Governor's  Peer  Leadership  Council  (PLC)  is  a  group  of  32  peer  leaders 
from  throughout  the  state  who  advocate  on  the  state  level  for  peer  programs, 
promote  increased  communication  and  interaction  among  local  peer  programs  and 
regional  peer  networks,  and  plan  statewide  youth  programs,  including  the  Peer 
Institute.  PLC  members  are  elected  regionally  by  their  peers  at  a  statewide 
peer  leadership  conference  held  every  summer.  The  PLC  represents  the  5,000 
peer  leaders  throughout  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  whose  leadership  meets 
monthly  in  Boston.   At  these  meetings,  members  attend  workshops,  confer  with 
other  Council  members  from  their  region  and  work  in  separate  subcommittees  to 
plan  special  statewide  youth  events. 

The  PLC,  which  began  in  1988,  has  had  several  accomplishments.   In  the  1988- 
1989  school  year  the  PLC  worked  with  SAC  to  write  a  handbook  about  developing 
ipeer  leadership  programs  entitled,  "Everything  You  Ever  Wanted  to  Know  About 
|Peer  Leadership."  A  subcommittee  worked  on  establishing  a  strong  foundation 
for  the  PLC  by  creating  the  by-laws,  while  another  subcommittee  wrote  a 
inewsletter  for  other  peers  in  the  state.   In  the  1989-90  school  year  we 
jestablished  regional  networks  through  the  Peer  Congress,  strengthened 
communication  with  legislators  on  Legislative  Day,  and  played  a  major  part  in 
the  planning  and  supervision  of  the  Peer  Institute. 
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As  we  enter  our  third  year,  we  are  excited  to  welcome  members  of  community 
peer  leadership  programs  for  the  first  time.  We  hope  to  build  and  expand  the 
relationship  that  we  have  developed  with  the  eight  peer  leadership  networks 
throughout  the  state,  participate  in  the  planning  of  statewide  youth  programs 
that  support  peer  leadership  efforts,  and  to  develop  a  relationship  with  MYNET 
and  SAC  that  will  pool  resources  and  share  talents  that  will  ultimately 
strengthen  the  well-being  of  the  youth  in  Massachusetts. 

In  order  to  achieve  our  first  goal,  welcoming  community  services  in  the  PLC, 
we  will  conduct  retreats  and  invite  community  service  groups  to  the  regional 
peer  network  meetings. 

Our  second  goal,  which  is  building  a  stronger  relationship  with  eight  regional 
peer  networks,  will  be  accomplished  through  the  publication  of  a  newsletter; 
through  representation  of  the  PLC  on  the  regional  networks  to  facilitate' 
better  communication  among  the  regional  and  statewide  level;  a  one-day 
conference  to  bring  together  the  regional  networks  to  share  regional  and  peer 
leadership  concerns.  We  also  will  develop  a  mechanism  to  elect  the  Peer  PLC 
from  the  regional  networks  rather  than  at  the  Peer  Institute.  Finally,  we 
hope  to  continue  our  strong  working  relationship  with  the  regional  prevention 
centers. 

Our  third  goal,  to  participate  in  the  planning  of  statewide  youth  programs, 
will  be  achieved  through  participating  in  the  planning  of  the  Peer  Institute; 
by  planning  a  Legislative  Day  to  increase  awareness  about  peer  leadership  and 
to  support  appropriate  bills;  and  a  Day  of  Diversity  to  study  the  problems 
between  races,  religions,  and  cultures. 

Lastly,  we  hope  to  develop  a  relationship  with  MYNET  and  the  SAC  in  which 
officers  of  the  PLC  will  keep  in  contact  with  officers  of  these  groups. 

We  would  like  to  thank  the  Department  of  Education  for  inviting  us  to  this 
conference.  We  consider  it  an  honor  to  have  had  an  opportunity  to  interact 
with  the  SAC,  and  we  hope  that  we  can  look  forward  to  your  support  of  Peer 
Leadership  in  the  Commonwealth. 

We  would  also  like  to  thank  the  Governor's  Alliance  Against  Drugs,  the 
Department  of  Public  Health  Division  of  Substance  Abuse  Services,  and  the 
Regional  Prevention  Centers  who  support  the  Governor's  Peer  Leadership 
Council. 

MASSACHUSETTS  YOUTH  NETWORK,  OFFICE  FOR  CHILDREN 

! The  Massachusetts  Youth  Network  (MYNET)  of  the  Office  for  Children  was  created 
I  in  1988  to  promote  youth  participation  in  teen  pregnancy  prevention  efforts. 
MYNET  is  part  of  the  Governor's  Teen  Pregnancy  Prevention  Challenge  Fund. 
This  is  an  initiative  that  challenges  communities  to  work  together  in 
developing  a  plan  that  will  reduce  the  incidence  of  teen  pregnancy  and  teen 
parenting.  MYNET  accomplishes  this  mission  through  several  key  actions. 
These  include:  providing  technical  assistance  to  youth  workers  and  youth 
alike  concerning  the  development  of  teen  participation  projects  and  events; 
teaching  teenagers  effective  advocacy  techniques;  and  creating  opportunities 
through  which  youth  can  address  their  issues  to  those  in  positions  of  power. 
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MYNET  is  governed  by  an  advisory  board,  which  includes  a  core  group  of 
teenagers.  In  the  1990-91  year,  the  Youth  Network  hopes  to  achieve  the 
following  goals  and  objectives. 


Goal  I: 


Objectives 


a. 


Goal  II 


Objectives 


a. 


b. 


Goal  III 


Objectives 


b. 
c. 


Foster  communication  and  collaboration  among  entities  representing 
adolescents  throughout  the  state. 


Dissemination  of  materials  and  information  and  collaboration  with 
other  existing  peer  groups  so  that  awareness  is  promoted. 

Enhance  the  visibility  of  MYNET  by  creating  more  opportunities  for 
teens  to  become  involved  in  our  activities. 

Develop  networks  between  MYNET,  DOE/SAC,  Governor's  Alliance  Peer 
Leadership  Council  and  Massachusetts  Association  of  Student 
Councils  which  will  include  the  exchange  each  others  mail  list. 

Promote  peer  leadership  to  help  prevent  teen  pregnancy  and  other 
problems  affecting  youth. 


Share  information  regarding  teenage  pregnancy  prevention  efforts 
and  statistics  with  other  youth  and  peer  leadership  groups  in  . 
Massachusetts;  e.g.,  fact  sheets,  newsletters,  and  events. 

Plan  and  coordinate  events  with  other  statewide  entities  around 
youth  participation. 

Facilitate  communication  between  teens  and  adult  decision-makers 


Arrange  opportunities  for  teens  to  meet  with  and  voice  their 
opinions  to  adults  in  positions  of  authority;  e.g.,  legislative 
meetings,  rallies,  participation  on  adult  boards. 

Attend  bimonthly  meetings  of  MYNET/Challenge  Fund  Advisory  Board. 

Create  a  mechanism  through  which  youth  and  MYNET  coordinator  can 
communicate  often. 


Goal  IV     Enhance  public  awareness  on  teen  issues. 
Objectives 

a.    Develop  and  publicize  a  newsletter  written  by  youth  which 

includes:  calendar  of  events  that  any  other  peer  leadership  group 
can  contribute  to;  articles  on  youth  empowerment  and  other  issues; 
and  artwork. 
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b. 


c. 


Plan  and  conduct  at  least  one  hands-on  conference/workshop  for  and 
by  youth;  e.g.,  how  to's  on  Proposition  2  1/2  with  input  from 
state  legislators. 

Produce  periodic  alerts  on  budget  and  legislative  issues  that 
affect  teenagers. 
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